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31 May 2020  

Est. 1999 

Issue 2020-05 

Age Restriction “40 SNL” 

Rider Discretion Advised 

Member of Ulysses SA & WRBA 

Bettering the brotherhood of biking 

and having fun while doing it! 

RIDES 

Official Chapter Sunday Ride: 1st Sunday of 

the month. 

Sunday Breakfast Runs: Every Sunday. 

Meeting Place:  Pinehaven Sasol Garage 

GPS: S26.06168 E27.83200   

Time: 08:30 to depart 09:00 

    

D uring this Covid 19 lockdown time, I know we as Members of Ulysses have all different 

challenges to deal with.  While some of us have been able to go to work some days, we 

had the opportunity to ride our bikes   , see other people and get some things done, 

many of us have been isolated at home, away from the outside world.  We miss our family 

and friends and those that make our lives special. 

Financially most of us are facing financial challenges as a result of not working. But so far we 

have survived whatever has come our way as individuals and families. As Members of Ulysses 

West Rand we are a biking family, not only riding bike together but being there for each oth-

er. I therefore would like to remind you again that should you need support of any kind, I am 

a phone call away.  

Stay safe and healthy, hopefully we can get together some time soon. 

*** 

Since our National Ulysses Rally was cancelled, I decided to compile some Memories of the 

previous Ulysses Rallies and share them on our Chapter Facebook page. I was then asked to 

share them on the National FB page as well.  Precious memories to those that had been there 

and I am sure interesting to our newer Members.  I am still short of pics for the years that I 

haven't posted but will soon do those. Sharing all the Rally badges here for your interest. 

With us all having to learn to live with masks, I felt it was a good idea to get a pic or two of us 

wearing them. 

~ Jackie ~ 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRES 
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W ho would have ever thought that 

we would be forced to stay in-

doors for two months, and even 

worse, not be allowed to buy any booze?? 

Luckily I had some reserve stock . 

I have been privileged to be able to work 

from home since the lockdown started.  

Privileged that I am still receiving my full 

salary and keeping busy with work but 

also some days wanting to do things I 

wanted instead of working. 

Working from home has been an adjust-

ment but it gets easier and I am im-

pressed with myself, I am actually a very 

diligent home worker. Reporting for duty, 

on my couch under a blanket, at 07:00 

sharp every morning and ending at 

16:00. 

But being without my beloved domestic worker, I am forced to do washing in between an-

swering emails and compiling reports and holding endless conference calls.  I have been re-

fusing my boss’s video calls from day one, much to his dismay, since I am not dressed to 

exit my front door or receive video calls! 

My teenage daughter is suffering the most, she has never 

spent so much time in ONLY her mother’s presence for 

such a long time.  I only allowed her to see her boyfriend 

when we reached level 4, otherwise the poor child would 

probably have been dead by now.  

Lockdown also had its advantages, for me and Karla we 

are lucky to spend lockdown with my parents and we 

took the chance to spend some quality time together, 

with deciding any day is braai day and replaced cooking 

for a braai many days. 

I think the worst thing about lockdown is not being al-

lowed to ride our bikes, not going to work I didn’t even 

have the excuse to go to work with my bike.  So I cannot 

wait for our first ride and social together again. 

Stay safe, and love and miss you all!! 

 
~ Tania ~ 

 
 

 

LOCKDOWN 2020 
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O ur lockdown has been exceptionally long, but eventful and well deserved time spent 

with one another. Our lock down started 10 days prior to Government putting SA in-

to lockdown due to self-isolation after potential Covid-19 exposure. Spending 10 days wear-

ing a mask in our home, avoiding each other, not being able to socialize with our friends 

was really terrible. Just as we thought we were in the clear, life could resume, we could hit 

the road with our bikes, Boom, it happened!  We went into another stint of lockdown. No 

chance of stocking up of ‘Essentials’,  yikes this was going to be a long stint with limited 

booze stocks. Luckily our daughter made it back in time to be in lockdown with her 

‘Parentals’.  

To break the monotony we kept ourselves busy. We spent a lot of time on home improve-

ment activities over the weekends. Kobus still worked from home, doing his 8 hours some-

times 12 hours in the ‘Home Office’. 

It was not just work, work, work, we crafted, cooked, baked and braaied, and needless to 

say, started to exercise. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We even took part in a camping challenge with our camp crowd ‘Elandsrand ‘. I created a 

weekend away, we spent 1 night at our Tented Camp, “Agterplaas” . I would give it a rating 

4/5, very cosy and it genuinely felt like we were in the bush, we ran out of dry wood and  

we even had some wild animals trying to eat our tent during the night. We then went on to 

spending 1 night in our Lapa “Sal Ons Tuis Bly’ which was very cosy. We were spoilt with 

our own Jacuzzi and bar, it was such a lovely stay. Rating 4/5 only negative was having to 

walk to the bathroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

Even though Lockdown has been trying,  made some people lose their minds, no balance 

for some, we have had a good time being able to reconnect with one another, spend time 

with our daughter, exercise, complete those niggly chores, appreciate what we have and 

look forward to spending time with our friends we miss. Till we ride and camp again. 

~ The Strydom’s ~  

# 79 DAYS LOCKDOWN IN THE DAYS OF OUR LIFE ‘THE STRYDOMS’  
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T he lockdown hasn’t made much of a difference to my normal routine, except for not 

being able to go where I want, when I want. There’s of course also the fact that ciga-

rettes aren’t freely available and when you can find them, they’re 3 to 4 times the normal 

price. 

Having not seen Wendy since the 8th of March, I thought it’s time to make a plan.  Courte-

sy of very kind friends, I got a permit to travel across provincial borders and even had a 

package that was addressed to someone in Bloemfontein! 

I decided to leave on the Friday and return on Monday morning.  Friday morning I finished 

a few things at home, packed a bag, loaded the bike and set off, making sure I have the all-

important permit papers. 

The N1 wasn’t very busy and the petrol attendant at the Grasmere 1-stop where I filled up 

the tank also said that it’s very quiet there. 

Anticipating that I would be stopped, I approached the first toll plaza, but there was noth-

ing  strange there except that only one gate was open due to the low traffic volumes. By the 

way, the toll prices have gone up recently. 

At the first road block near the provincial border I was unexpectantly just waved through.  

Maybe it was the skull mask I was wearing that put them off.  The same happened at the 

roadblock just outside Kroonstad so I thought I wasn’t going to be stopped at all.  Just out-

side Bloemfontein I wasn’t so lucky.  I was pulled over and they checked my driver’s license 

(which had expired during lockdown), the bikes license disk and asked me where I was go-

ing.  They also checked the permit documents and then let me go. 

We had a relaxing weekend, doing mostly nothing as Wendy’s children were visiting on a 

farm near Brandfort.  On Monday morning Wendy left for work and when the sun was out, 

I left to go home again.  It was still a bit chilly as a cold front was approaching and I used 

the heated grips to warm my hands on the first half of the journey. 

It was a very uneventful return trip and I was only stopped at the provincial border this 

time where the police checked my permit papers and after a bit of a chat about bikes, I was 

off again.  I arrived home safely and the new rear tyre I had fitted at Biker’s Warehouse be-

haved very well.  Although it was good to hit the open road again, I’m not used to riding far 

anymore so I was a bit tired after the ride and had a nap before unpacking. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

~ Harry ~  

BLOEMFONTEIN BREAKOUT 
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DIARY 

February 2020  

 1 - Meeting and Social 

  

 

 

March 2020  

 7 - Meeting and Social 

21 - Human Rights Day 

 

 

 

April 2020 

 4 - Chapter AGM (Cancelled) 

10 - Good Friday 

13 - Family Day 

27 - Freedom Day 

May 2020 

 1 - Workers Day 

 9 - Meeting and Social 

21 - National Rally 

 

June 2020  

 6 - Meeting and Social 

16 - Youth Day 

 

 

July 2020  

11 - Meeting and Social 

August 2020  

 8 - Meeting and Social 

 9 - Womens Day 

10 - Public Holiday 

 

September 2020  

12 - Meeting and Social 

24 - Heritage Day 

 

 

October 2020  

10 - Meeting and Social 

November 2020  

14 - Year-end Function 
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BIRTHDAY LIST 

January 

  2 — Boyd Smit 

20 — Kobus Strydom 

31 — Tania Spinnler 

 

February 

  8 — Vin Rogers 

28 — Anne-Marie Nethercote 

March 

21 — Kurt von Broembsen 

28 — Kathy Braddon 

April 

23 — Rob Stevensen 

 

May 

 

June 

  5 — Grant Braddon 

  8 — Jackie Ludick 

15 — Greg Nethercote 

 

July  

August 

  1— Daniel Deysel 

18 — Mike Smith 

30 — Teresa Strydom 

 

 

 

September 

8 — Andre van Rooyen 

 

October 

19 — Lesley van Rooyen 

November 

14 — Harry Joubert 

15 — Morgan Jones 

18 — Steve Vorster 

 

December 


